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From the Pastor ‘s Desk … Fr. R. Marc Sherlock
Dear Parish Family:
We find ourselves in an unbelievably challenging time as the entire world faces the Covid-19
pandemic. So much anxiety, uncertainty, fear, confusion...the list can go on and on. Through all this,
we continue to trust in God’s love and presence, believing that He will never abandon us, even in
our darkest hour.
I recognize that this pandemic will affect every family in our parish community, some more deeply
than others. First and foremost, please know that you and your family remain in my daily prayers
and those of the Parish Staff. The Parish Office is closed to foot traffic, however, members of the
staff are working, daily, to maintain essential services. Please call or email the Parish office with
prayer intentions or even just to talk and share your concerns. Though we are unable to physically
gather together, we can unite with one another through prayer and celebrate Mass through various
media sources.
The emails and 937-667-3419 extension numbers for myself and the parish staff are listed below for
you to contact:

Rev. R Marc Sherlock, Pastor. rmsherlock@stjohntippcity.org , ext. 205
Chuck Wright, DEC, cwright@stjohntippcity.org , ext. 203
Teri Iverson, Director of Youth Ministry, tiverson@stjohntippcity.org , ext. 207
Norm Shearer, Business Manager, Nshearer@stjohntippcity.org , ext. 204
Victoria Hammermeister, Parish Secretary, vhammermeister@stjohntippcity.org , ext. 202
Susan Sexton, Early Childhood Program Director, ssexton@stjohntippcity.org , ext. 208
Mike Droesch, Facilities Administrator, mikedroesch@juno.com
Here at St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish, we are working to continue meeting the spiritual needs
of our parishioners and the local community. Our main focus is on the following:

Daily Mass as well as Sunday Masses are being live streamed from St. Peter in Chains, Cincinnati.
Please visit the Archdiocesan Website to access daily Masses live at 8:00AM and Sunday Masses at
9:30 AM in Spanish and 11:00 AM in English. Other Parishes throughout the Archdiocese are
streaming Masses. You may wish to journey online to other websites to discover their Mass
offerings.
Offering Confessions - Please contact Father Marc at 937-667-3419, ext. 205 to schedule a call back
for this sacrament. You can also call a member of the staff to request a call back from Father Marc.
Phone Outreach – our parish staff along with members of the Parish Pastoral Council and
Communications Committee are calling to check in on as many families as possible, especially our
homebound parishioners.

Supporting our Youth Ministry and Religious Education staff, and catechists as they discern, decide and provide
religious educational and social programs to St. John’s Children Youth and Adults through media avenues.
Prayer and Rosary opportunities - A special space for Rosary and prayer is being prepared on the lawn, just
outside the Tabernacle Chapel on the south side of the Church building. The northside outdoor Stations of
the Cross and Prayer Garden continue to provide a peaceful walking experience.
To be in a position to effectively operate now and after the crisis, our parish Business Manager and finance
council is working to ensure we remain financially viable. With a withdrawal from Parish Savings , for the
amount of $115,000.00, we anticipate the ability to sustain the parish throughout the next five months. We
are hoping and praying for the best, but preparing for what may come. Some key items to point out here:
Potential spending cuts/saving opportunities have been identified and prioritized. These cuts will be
implemented as needed, depending on how long the crisis lasts. We are reducing discretionary
expenses. Depending on governmental restrictions, decisions will be made concerning Youth mission
trips, Serving the Son Camp, Vacations Bible School, and the Festival. Large projects have been put on
hold; currently the Patio and Striping & Sealing of the Parish’s north, south and back parking lots.
Based on current giving levels (families sending in contributions and online giving) $115,000.00 was
withdrawn from our parish savings to cover essential expenses and, in accordance with Archdiocesan
policies, continue to provide compensation and healthcare benefits to the Parish Staff.
As we work to meet the challenges of today and look ahead with great hope for the day when normal parish
life can resume, I invite you to prayerfully consider:
Daily Gift of Prayer – pray the Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, participate in the daily Mass being live
streamed, please make commitment to prayer as we turn to our loving God during this great time of
need.
Gift of Involvement – If you have special intentions or know of someone who does, please contact the
Parish office at 937-667-3419, ext. 200. Leave a message if need be. (Though the Parish office is not
open to foot traffic, several of us are working at the office maintaining essential services.)
In closing, as people of faith, we were made for times such as these. Now is the time to bring Christ more
deeply into the hearts, attitudes, and actions of our families, our communities, and our world. We all have a
very uncertain environment going forward.
St. John’s is grateful for the generosity of many throughout the current and past years. The growth in savings
has provided opportunity to “weather the storm”. There are no words to thank all of you enough for your
past and continued ministry to each other and to the Parish.
Please continue to pray for our parish community and the Church overall. May we be a reflection of God’s
love and mercy during this time of great need in our world. Know that You, are in my prayers, please also
pray for me.
Sincerely Yours In Christ,

Fr. R. Marc Sherlock
Pastor

Exploring , Learning & Journeying through COVID-19
By: Susie Sexton, ECP Director

The temperatures in January may be frigid, but the children’s smiles, hugs and comments warm our
hearts. It is such a pleasure to see them lend a hand to a friend in need, make an effort to clean up all of the
toys, share a funny story or joke or take pride in learning something new.
The children kept busy in the classroom exploring the season of winter. They played with ice in the
sensory table, painted with ice, and did experiments with melting ice. When they couldn’t go outside, they
ice skated with paper plates, had snow ball fights with pretend snow balls, and pretended to be penguins
as they hopped from iceberg to iceberg. They sang songs and listened to stories about the season and
played lots of learning games. They worked on their fine motor skills as they worked on a variety of art
projects ranging from snowflakes to mittens. We also really enjoyed wearing our pajamas to school and
eating pancakes in our classroom.
Bruckner Nature Center made their annual visit and brought along an
owl, a snake and an opossum for the children to observe and touch. They
explained how each survived the winter. Back in the
classroom we had more discussions about how God
provides for animals by giving them thick winter coats,
the ability to hibernate during the coldest season or the
instinct to fly to warmer places.
God gives us all different gifts to share with others. During the month of February, the fours and
fives and Pre-K classes explored the roles of various community helpers. Special visitors also came in to
explain their jobs. They included a fireman with his firetruck, Officer Dan Rittenhouse, the DARE officer,
Nikea Judy, (Bo’s Mom), a dentist, Clay Riddle (Dane’s Dad), a mailperson, Miss Heidi and Miss Julie,
librarians, Mr. Gingrich, Principal of Nevin Coppock Elementary School and Dr. Dave Koch (a parishioner)
who gave all of our children a vision check. We really appreciated all of them taking time out of their busy
schedules to talk to us about their jobs.
We are also so very thankful for the support of St John’s staff and the parents who volunteer in our
program. Parents help in the classroom as teachers’ aides, sign up to help for an hour or two on extra busy
days, make playdough and bake for parties.
Registration for the 2020-2021 school year was held January 14, 2020. We still have a few openings
as of right now. If you know of anyone who may be interested, please have them call 667-2629 to leave a
message or email Susie Sexton, Director at ssexton@stjohntippcity.org. for more information.

As with many educational programs throughout the country, we have not been able to gather since March
16, 2020. We have been doing lots of fun activities to keep the children learning. Zoom calls, online
lesson plans, video story time and lots of text messages have become the new normal. We miss our
students and their families! While we are missing each other, remember
that

We’ve Got this…

Don’t forget to
and

Wash your Hands

Please Stay home…

“Finding a New Home in the Catholic Church”
Reflections on the Journey of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) ...
As a child, Pam Tucker attended a Protestant Church with her grandparents and eventually her mother. She
continued with her protestant upbringing until she was a young adult; however, her parents encouraged her
to explore other churches and determine the right fit for her. She decided to do just that, attending various
church services, including a Catholic Mass, with friends, family and classmates.
“I started going to Mass with my parents. I liked the consistency of the Mass and the people attending,” says
Pam. “I saw them helping others and thought, ‘I want to do that too.”
It wasn’t long after that Pam decided to join the Catholic Church, eventually attending Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). RCIA is a process developed by the Catholic Church for prospective converts to
Catholicism who are older than infants. Candidates are gradually introduced to aspects of Catholic beliefs and
practices.
“My favorite part of RCIA was meeting new people on the same journey
and learning more about my religion,” says Pam.
Pam says she became very close to those in her RCIA class and now considers many of them friends.
Pam has been a member of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Tipp City since 2018. Since joining St.
John’s she has volunteered her time by participating on the Evangelization and Catechesis Commission,
providing a fresh perspective to the group. She also helps with casseroles, gardening, and the church festival.
“My favorite part about St. John's is the congregation,” says Pam.
“I also enjoy volunteering for the various programs.”
Pam offers this advice to anyone searching for a new church to call home:
“I would tell them that they can join a church family that is loving and caring,” says Pam.
“You can help your fellow man and strengthen your relationship with God.”
Anyone interested in learning more about joining the Catholic Church or RCIA is encouraged to reach out to
Deacon Chuck Wright at 937-667-3419, ext. 203 or cwright@stjohntippcity.org.

2020 RCIA UPDATE
Jan Koehl celebrated The Rite of Elections
milestone at Immaculate Conception
Church on March 3rd.
She will be fully initiated into the Catholic
faith at a time to be determined after
public gatherings are permitted.
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SHARING, CARING, and GIVING THANKS...
Welcome Norman Shearer - Norm
has joined St. John’s staff as Business
Manager. Norm brings to St. John’s more
than 30 years of both Non–Profit and
Commercial experience in the areas of
Finance, Human Resources, Operations,
Manufacturing, Engineering, Sales and
Customer Service. He previously served in
the social and financial ministries of the
Parish and currently serves several area non-profits as a
Board Member. Norm is looking forward to helping St.
John’s through the transition of Father Marc’s retirement
and assuring the continued care of the resources and the gifts
of time, talent and treasure here at St. Johns.

Welcome to our Parish
Family!
Cameron and Teresa Haller
and family
Thomas Harmon

Kailey Everdean Eales
Daughter of
Jared and Brittani Eales
Valentia Catherine Kaufman
Daughter of
Gary and Kristin Kaufman

Geraldine Tebics

Andrew and Whitney Ritz
and family
David and Tricia Runyon
and family

LAST DAY FOR
REGISTRATION IS JUNE 22.

A fee of $20.00 per child
will be charged for
materials and snacks. If
possible please pay at the
time of registration.

HAVE YOU
LIKED US
ON FACEBOOK YET?
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COMSTJOHNTIPPCITY

Brad and Jessica Hoyng
and family

Stephen and Sandra Campbell

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 6-10, 2020
9-:00 AM - 12:15pm

Eleanor Warf
Robert Spiller
Douglas Borgerding
Jane Steinhauser
Rebecca Brenner
Robert Westenheffer
Mary Ann Hackett
Russ and Mary Ann
Dallura
Elizabeth Sawcheck
Robert Battson
Pat Maloney
Please continue to keep their
families in your prayers...

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Desert
Recipe for 18…
Chocolate-Candy Cane Cake
1 pkg. (2-layer size) chocolate cake
mix
1 pkg. (3.9 oz.) Chocolate Flavor
Instant Pudding
4 eggs
1 container (8 oz.) Sour Cream
1/2 cup oil
1/2 cup water
1/4 cup milk
1 pkg. (4 oz.) BAKER'S Semi-Sweet Chocolate, chopped
18 small candy canes, coarsely crushed or crushed
peppermint candies, (about 1 cup), divided
1 tub (8 oz.) Whipped Topping, thawed
Heat oven to 350°F.
Beat first 7 ingredients in large bowl with mixer until
blended. Stir in chopped chocolate and 2 Tbsp. crushed
candy. Pour into a 9x12 casserole/cake pan sprayed with
cooking spray.
Bake 35 to 40 min. or until toothpick inserted in centers
comes out clean. Cool in pans 10 min. Cool cake
completely.
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SHARING, CARING, and GIVING THANKS...
A group of women from St John the Baptist
Catholic Church and Zion Lutheran Church in Tipp
City are making masks for health care workers
throughout Miami and Montgomery Counties.
Masks have been delivered to Friendship Village,
Brookdale, Story Point, Randall and Springmeade
Facilities. Several dental and doctor’s offices
have also been recipients. More than 1000 mask
have been created and delivered.

In order to continue, they need your
help. Due to the nation wide shortage of

“Homilies on the Web” for the 2nd
through 5th Sundays of Easter can be
viewed from the Parish Website at
stjohntippcity.org. Many thanks to Father
Marc, Norm Shearer, Steve Lammers, and
Mike Crider for their successful efforts !

elastic, the ladies have depleted their elastic supply. They need donations of elastic, any
size & any color to continue their work! Each mask requires 14-15” of elastic.
The girls are also asking for bias tape to use in making masks with ties.
Several donation opportunities are available:
 Darlene Lewis is accepting drop off donations via the newspaper holder on the
mailbox at 828 Aspen Dr, Tipp City
 Carol Farron , 937-667-1620 will pick up your donations
 Donations can also be dropped into the night deposit box at the Parish Office
Thank you for anything you can spare.

Phone Outreach Ministry
The parish staff and members of the Parish Pastoral Council and Communications
Committee are reaching out to all parishioners. The staff and committee members have
been unable to reach many of you because the phone numbers on your parish census
profile are invalid. All of us would love to get in touch with you to see how you are doing.
We want you to know that we care and are thinking of you during this very difficult time
that we can’t be gathering together. If you have any prayer requests let us know,
Call the Parish office at 937-667-3419 or email vhammermeister@stjohntippcity.org.
Please consider sharing your new phone number and or e-mail address with us; allowing
the Parish Staff to update your Census Profile. Thank you!
We Miss You and are Praying for You!

The Archdiocesan Offices of Finance, Ministry and Stewardship have asked that we share this message…

BEWARE OF EMAIL SCAMS
Unfortunately, some people see this pandemic as an opportunity to take advantage of others. We have had
multiple reports of fraudulent “phishing” emails, purportedly from the pastor of a parish, asking parishioners to
urgently send money. Of course, close inspection of the email address reveals that the email is not actually from
the pastor after all; however, in their haste to help, some parishioners do not look closely enough. Please be
warned that “any version of Father Marc’s email address or email addresses of the Parish Staff, other than the
official ones printed in the parish bulletin and on the cover page of this publication are not to be trusted”. When
you receive an email from Father Marc, check the email address in the FROM line of the message to make sure it
matches Father Marc’s official email address which is rmsherlock@stjohntippcity.org. The official email addresses
of the parish staff are listed on the front page of this publication.

SJB
Donate
Here

St. John’s has implemented on line giving through our current Parish
Soft Family Suite of resources. This program has been simmering
on the back burner of St. John’s “To-Do List” for some time. In
light of the current COVID-19 restrictions, implementation of this
program boiled up from the bottom - most importantly to
create a safe environment for parishioners, who are able, to
continue to participate in the financial stewardship area of the Parish.

SHARING, CARING, and GIVING THANKS...
Visit FORMED.org.
Formed provides the very best Catholic
content from more than 60 organizations
to help parishes, families and individuals
explore their faith anywhere. Supporting
thousands of movies, children’s
programs, ebooks, audio, parish
programs and studies direct to your
browser, mobile or connected device.
St. John’s Parish access code is 3TZNF6
for signup and entry!

St. John’s Parish Festival is scheduled for
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 24-26, 2020.
Planning is continuing at this time. Future
COVID-19 directives will direct our ongoing
planning. The health and well being of the
families and businesses in our community will
be the first focus of the planning committee.
Please direct your inquiries and concerns to
Christy Peters @ 937-829-3071. If you are
interested in helping with festival planning and
activities let the parish office know at
vhammermeister@stjohntippcity.org or Christy
at 937-829-3071.

Catholic Inspired, (catholicinspired.com )
(https://www.catholicinspired.site) provides free coloring
sheets and activities for kids surrounding saints’ feast days,
Mary, Jesus, Lent, Holy Week.

Catholic Icing (catholicicing.com) Craft projects for all
ages and season-Saint peg dolls too - a favorite among our
children.

Catholic Family Crate (https://catholicfamilycrate.com)
offers paid monthly & seasonal subscriptions of boxes with
Catholic family books and activities delivered directly to
your home. They also provide free resources, including
coloring pages and emails with prayers for you and your
family to pray together.

Pray More Novenas (https://www.praymorenovenas.com), sends daily emails that include prayers for
novenas around saintly feast days. Pray the prayer together as a family, and include your own intentions.

NAME:
____________________
PHONE :
____________________
EMAIL:
____________________
How would you like to
help?

Please return this form to the
parish office. Thank you!

Catholic All Year (https://catholicallyear.com) This website is headed up by a Catholic mom of many
who has some children in school, and homeschools others. She runs a blog that provides great Catholic
resources for parents (and practical support and advice). She also has a shop where you can purchase digital
downloads of Catholic booklets by month ($5). Booklets contain prayers, blessings and Bible readings
relevant to that month’s liturgical calendar and saints’ feast days.

Catholic Mom (https://catholicmom.com) Articles of support for Catholic parents. Podcasts.
Catholic Movie Reviews. This site is extensive, comprehensive and provides a wealth of resources for moms,
dads, and children alike. Their Sunday Gospel activities are a particular favorite! Download Gospel readings,
coloring pages, lesson plans, Mass worksheets and puzzles - all for free.
Katie Warner (http://katiewarner.com) Katie’s website provides a wealth of resources for parents and
children alike - from free ebooks and home printouts as current times demand, to a supportive Facebook
community and “cheat sheets” to help make family prayer easier.

2019 “Giving Wreath”
for our homebound,
facility residents
and those in need.

Dorothy Crusoe talked with us
about the addiction crisis at
December’s “Coffee with Christ”

St. John’s Second Grade PSR students “CAROLING” the residents
of SpringMeade & Randall Residence

Mrs. Crawford’s
“Epiphany“ Preschoolers
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Though much of the “ordinary” in our lives has come to a
screeching halt during this historic time, Life, journeys on.
Creative ways to continue learning, worshiping and loving each other
have blossomed! How blessed we are that spring, the season
of warming and new growth, has marvelously revealed itself
through this creativity.
Let us continue to look forward to the warmth of a hug , uncovered
smiles, opportunity to hold new grand babies, gathering together at
Mass, and to simple things like haircuts, and shopping.
Our lives are ever changing, especially now. We must continue to pray
for those suffering through the virus; for those who have lost loved ones,
and for recovery of those affected by financial hardships. Let us thank
God, every day, for the gifts of our health and the breaths that we take.
Pray, lest we forget where we came from, where we are and where we
must go. We are stronger than we think we are. We are more hopeful
than we realize. We are never truly alone. God is ever present in us and
in all that surrounds us...

