
  St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
     Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting Minutes 
     Thursday, February 11, 2021 
 
PPC Members Present:  Bruce Batty ,Kevin Hartke, Judy Kleman Lesher, Bill Lewis, Dale 
Voisard, Norm Shearer, Deacon Chuck Wright, Teri Iverson, Mary Chafin,  
Fr. John Tonkin and Fr. Andrew Smith. 
 
Hospitality: Bruce Batty provided hospitality for the meeting. 
 
Adult Faith Formation: Bill Lewis presented the adult faith formation.  
 
Judy Kleman Lesher welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending, and the meeting was 
called to order at 7:15 pm.  
 
PPC Minutes: Kevin Hartke made a motion to approve the minutes of the Jan 14, 2021 
meeting; seconded by Bill Lewis.  Motion carried.   
 
Ministry Reports:  
 

Festival Committee: Christy Peters reported for the festival committee. See handout. 
Fr. John advised that the festival needs to be put on hold due to the restrictions on large 
gatherings imposed by Gov. DeWine. The governor meets with the bishops monthly. 
The flea market will be held even if there is no parish festival. It was suggested that we 
may have a food truck rally in conjunction with the flea market. Fr. John said he has tried 
to get a food truck rally at St. Christopher for quite some time without success. Permits 
will need to be procured from the city for the flea market.  
  
Early Childhood Program: Susie Sexton reported that the staggered drop off and pick 
up was working well, and they have been cleaning like crazy. Susie has applied and 
received grants of $11,000 and $2700 to help cover salaries and expenses and the 
addition of desks to allow for social distancing. Registration was a success. There are 46 
children registered. There are 9 students per class. The preschool was closed for 1 
week when a teacher contracted Covid19.  
  

Liaison Reports:   
 

Finance Council:  Norm Shearer reported that collections were falling short weekly. The 
committee has not had a meeting yet. Expenses are being very well controlled for the 
first 7 months. The committee is working on the budget for 2021-2022 fiscal year.  
 
Evangelization and Catechesis Commission: no report 
 
Worship Commission Report: no report 
 
Youth Representative Report: no report 

 



D.E.C. Report: Deacon Chuck reported that the ECC is looking for ways to engage parishioners 
in adult faith formation. One was is to share “God moments”, times when you realize God is 
walking with you. Examples given were prayer trips, Emmaus walks, an “a ha” moment. 
Parishioners are asked to shoot a short video telling about their experience and send it in for the 
website. Another way to build community was the calling of all the families in the parish at the 
start of the pandemic. We got a lot of prayer requests, but then the program fell to the wayside. 
Calls could be made again to allow cleaning up of the database, gathering of prayer needs and 
sharing parish news like livestreaming. Perhaps this could be done quarterly. The biggest need 
is getting people to volunteer to make the calls. Send Chuck an email to volunteer.  
One Call emails are used by the parish; it was asked if we can use text instead of or along with 
email. Periodically the parish could send out a tax statement regardless of request, to help clean 
up the database. 
 
Youth Ministry Report: Teri Iverson reported that all retreats have been cancelled. She is 
trying to put together a confirmation activity for faith sharing. It would be a short event with no 
food, socially distant and following all protocol.  Without being able to meet in person, it is 
difficult to connect with the students. Teri has found a national speaker with a program called 
“Lent, 1 Day at a Time” for Catholic teens. It consists of reflection, scripture, and a challenge for 
each day.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Fr. John gave out the Triduum and Easter service schedule. There will be no 
agape meal on Holy Thursday. There will also be no foot washing. The Adoration of the Cross 
will have no contact with the cross itself. Adoration will be distanced. The Good Friday service 
will be changed to 3:00pm.  
Holy Thursday will be celebrated by Fr. Smith 
Good Friday will be celebrated by Fr. John 
Easter Vigil will be celebrated by Fr. Smith  
Easter Sunday is undecided at this time.  
Parish Planning will be sent to the Bishop around Easter. Bill Lewis wants Fr. John to share 
information about the studies and parish planning/consolidation. All current information is in the 
Catholic Telegraph. 
Communication Team met and would like to involve folks from St. Christopher. Fr. John said 
that a communication person needs to be a hired position. There is money in the budget to hire 
a person. With the “one parish, one pastor” concept, the future is unknown. This is a bad time to 
try making changes, as some parish changes could start as early as this year. 
We need to focus on the families coming to Mass, so they can evangelize the ones that are not 
attending. 
Fr. John said we have been “lax” on faith formation with staff and members of councils and 
commissions. We need to “staff up” the numbers on all councils/commissions and then become 
a better team through faith formation to radiate Christ to others.  
Bruce Batty distributed a hand out outlining the process/timeline for filling the open positions on 
councils and commissions.  
The dispensation of the obligation of Sunday Mass will be in place until at least September.  
 
Round Robin: Bill Lewis will send the finalized version of the PPC Guidelines to be included 
with the minutes of this meeting.  
Norm Shearer advised that $9400 was deposited with the Archdiocese for the building fund. 
Funds were also paid out to St. Vincent de Paul. 
 
Ministry Reports for Next Meeting:   

 No ministry reports scheduled for next meeting 
 
Judy Kleman Lesher  will provide hospitality for the April 8,2021 meeting, Kevin Hartke  will 
present Adult Faith Formation, and Bill Lewis  will provide the Closing Prayer of Gratitude.    
 



Dale Voisard closed the meeting with a Prayer of Gratitude. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:54 pm. 
 
Next Meeting:  April 8, 2021  
 
Respectfully Submitted:        
       
      
  /s/    
 
Mary H. Chafin, Recording Secretary                  


